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October Birthdays 

10/01  Robert Meredith 

10/03 Bob White 

10/06 Robert Ervin, Scott Marshall 

10/11 Audra LaHaie 

10/15 John Bradley 

10/20 Kenway Mead, Nancy Johnson 

10/25 Janille Gooch 

10/29  Sheryl Hill 

 

The Autumnal Equinox came and went without 

much ado, but the day-long, soaking rain that 

followed was very welcome.  Settling some of 

the dust, clearing the air and even putting out 

a few fires, it also brought us colorful sunsets 

and sunrises. 

 

The Silver Strings were welcome guests and 

performers at the September Potluck.  They 

make us want to sing along and tap our feet to 

their tunes.  OUR Villagers’ voices are GREAT!!  

As Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland used to 

say (almost), “let’s get a community choir 

together and put on a show.”  Anyone 

interested?  Call Dick Harris, 541-474-1022. 

 

The food was bountiful and delicious and 

enjoying each other’s company is always a 

welcome occasion.  We look forward to 

greater attendance as we settle into our winter 

dormancy, but the days of late have been so 

encouraging and inviting to be outdoors and 

visit with one another often, too.  
 

NADINE’S NOTES:   

 

Sincere condolences go to Arnie Williams and 

family for their recent loss of Phyllis. 

 

Welcome to Westlake Village Jim and Norma 

Cassady on Kings Way, and Roger and Pauline 

Schneider who will be moving into the former 

model home on Hampton Way in October. 

 

Jeanne is settled into the latest model home - 

sales office on Hampton Way.  You are always 

welcome to come by.  Don’t blink!  It may be 

sold! 

 

Two more homes will arrive in October - the last 

one on Kings Way and another on Hampton 

Way – both Palm Harbor homes. 

 

Dan Feeley, our exercise guru will be here 

December 17th, 10:00 a.m., to instruct us on the 

use of the exercise equipment in our private 

gym.  Mark your calendars! 

 
“Those who contemplate the beauty of the 

earth find reserves of strength that will 

endure as long as life lasts.”  Rachel Carson 
 

Have you noticed the new lighted sign near 

the entrance?  Another Bob Edings-inspired 

‘structure,’ (like the Bear Shacks) it’s intended 

to guide visitors through the park, as well as 

provide space for us to post bulletins, 
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announcements, or just decorate!  There will 

be an osprey sculpture perched on the roof 

soon. 

 

SLOW DOWN AND ENJOY your drive through 

the Village.  When the paving is done, we will 

have a ‘speed-bump’ to remind us the speed 

limit IS 15 mph!  That includes workers and 

other visitors!  We’re used to strolling our streets, 

sometimes with dogs on leashes, and it’s not 

easy to dodge fast-moving vehicles. 

 

ABOUT THE BEARS, they are actually named 

“Bearly  Lunch” and “Free Lunch” and the artist 

who created them is Tamie Richardson.  It’s 

nice they have their permanent home in 

Westlake Village and they were included in the 

Bearfest 2014 tour. 

 

FALL CLEAN-UP often includes trimming and 

clipping shrubs and plants.  We have a 

dumpster to accommodate your excess trash; 

however, PLEASE be sure to cut and bag your 

yard waste and place it carefully so that it 

does not wind up where we don’t want it – 

AROUND the dumpster.  Also, the dumpster is 

not a receptacle for garbage or noxious 

waste.  Most important, do not leave anything 

outside of the dumpster.  The trash collectors 

will not load it and may leave our full dumpster 

if they cannot access it because of excess 

debris.  The dumpster is usually emptied by 2:00 

each Thursday. 

 

ALL ABOARD!!!  Mexican Train Dominoes is 

headed towards the club house at 

Westlake Village. As some of you know, this 

is a fun and easy game to learn. The plan is 

to meet monthly (day to be determined 

later) around 3:30 PM to play, breaking at 

5:00 PM for finger food/potluck/snacks 

(whatever anybody wants) and being 

home around 6:30.   If you are interested in 

this type of fun afternoon please contact 

Bud & Eddi Chaffee a 541-226-9440 as they 

will be organizing this event. 

 

SCRABBLE is a great brain teaser!  Call 

Armida Snyder 541.226.9347 to express your 

interest.  We should be able to get a few 

wordsmiths together. 

 

BINGO – Still a favorite for Villagers and the 

folks across the lake, third Tuesdays of the 

month, 7:00 pm. 

 

PINOCHLE?  BRIDGE?  BUNCO?  YAHTZEE?  We 

have the place to enjoy these games.  It’s 

hard not to be distracted by the beautiful 

lakeside views at the clubhouse, but an 

engrossing game will do it! 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
OCTOBER POTLUCK 

Thursday, 10/23 

Watch for Flyers 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

November 20, 4:00 p.m. 

Turkey and stuffing will be furnished from 

“the kitty.”  You bring the rest… 

We’ll be asking for an RSVP and headcount 

by mid-November, so we can be sure to 

have enough turkey   

 

Decorating the clubhouse for Christmas – 

always a good time! 

 

Annual Christmas Dinner 

 

More details as they develop; call Kenway 

and Diane with your thoughts and ideas.   

 

 
MEET THE JOHNSONS 

We’ve had shorter days and cooler 

nights. We’ve seen the harvest moon, and the 

bright yellow and orange hues of the resilient 

marigolds which colors speak of Fall, reminding 

us that a new season is descending upon us.   



 People have seasons, too, and for many 

of us, Westlake Village represents a new 

season.  The sign in the front entrance invitingly 

beckons us to, “begin your new life here!” 

 Some, like this reporter, are ‘escapees’ 

from southern California, in search of  a saner 

pace of life in  beautiful surroundings,  the 

definite, but not-too-dramatic changing of the 

seasons --  and friendly people in a small town.   

Such is the case with Bob and Nancy 

Johnson, who moved here in  May.  They have 

made a beautiful home on the corner of 

Kingsway and Kingsley.   As with all of us, the 

move here was a thoughtful and deliberate 

process.  Let’s go back and see how their story 

is woven.   

Bob was born in Berwyn, Illinois, one of 3 

children (two boys and a girl).   His parents 

moved to Van Nuys, California, when Bob was 

about  12.  The year was 1945, and they made 

their way across country in a 1939 Chevrolet.  It 

was during the Depression and Bob’s father left 

a job in Chicago to begin life anew with his 

family in a location with a milder climate. 

After graduating from Van Nuys High 

School, Bob busied himself with menial jobs 

until he and an adventurous friend decided to 

return to Chicago. They obtained work at a 

washing machine company where they 

assembled washing machines.  Chicago 

winters prompted them to return to California 

after a year. 

Bob did not consider himself  ‘college 

material’, and not being sure of what kind of 

work he would do, decided to join the U.S. 

Navy. “My salvation!” he says of that decision.  

He received excellent schooling and became 

an Aircraft Engine and Propeller Mechanic.   

He served 4 years in the Navy (from 1952-56) -- 

and through the help of a good friend -- he 

then went into the Air National Guard where 

he worked in the Engine Shop for 7 years.   

In the midst of these busy times, Bob 

married his first wife and together, they had 4 

children.   

The advent of the F-86 fighter jets and 

C97s, as well as 4-engine propeller-driven 

cargo aircraft created a need for a new 

position in the industry, that of flight engineer.   

Flight engineers, sometimes called air 

engineers, are part of the flight crew and are 

the ones who monitor and operate the 

complex aircraft systems.  In the early days of 

aviation, they were sometimes referred to as 

“air mechanics.”  

Bob expressed his interest in this position 

and was encouraged to pursue it.  Bob found 

himself back in Illinois  for 6 months, attending  

Chanute Flight Engineering School.  He 

accumulated 3,000 hours of flying time with the 

Air National Guard. 

In 1965, word was out that PSA needed 

more engineers.  Once again, Bob’s 

mechanical skills and aircraft knowledge 

gained him an entrance into its school where 

he earned an Engineering License.  He flew a 

Lockheed Electra for about 1,000 hours and 

then Boeing 727s.   

As the aircraft industry advanced, flight 

engineers were gradually replaced by 

computers and microprocessors.  This led to 

Bob’s retirement from PSA in 1986 with full 

benefits, while he was still in his 50s. . 

His marriage had ended and wanting to 

get away from California, he moved to Grants 

Pass that same year.   

Since “you can’t keep a good man 

down” Bob continued to seemingly ‘walk 

through doors’ into new employment 

opportunities.  He flew with Total Air in L-1011s  

from Los Angeles to Honolulu.  Later he flew B-

747s for Evergreen, headquartered out of 

McMinnville, Oregon, based and flying from 

JFK Airport.  From here, he and former co-

workers went to work for Air Atlanta, an 

Icelandic passenger plane company flying 

internationally to many locations. 

At the beginning of the New Millennium 

(2000) , Bob finally retired in earnest.  He had 

accumulated a total of 25,000 air hours.  

Retirement was,  as he says “the easiest thing 

in the world.”  He was able to settle down with 

his wife Nancy, to whom he had been married 

for 8 years.     

Nancy was born in Seattle, Washington 

.Her father was a supervisor for Boeing Aircraft , 

and traveled to various missile bases.  His 

position made it necessary for the family to 

relocate frequently.  Hence, she has lived in 

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Virginia; New Jersey, to 

name a few states.  In 1960 the family moved 

to Arroyo Grande in California where she 

graduated from high school in 1969. 

Right out of school, and eager to get a 

job, she went to work at a chicken ranch, 

doing various chores, including raising chicks 



until they reached the age of laying eggs.  She 

worked there for one year before marrying her 

boyfriend in 1970. 

They lived in Oxnard and she worked for  

General Telephone Company for 3 years.  She 

gave birth to her daughter, Christy, in 1973 and 

was able to stop working.  When the family 

moved to Denver, Colorado, Nancy began 

working as a medical receptionist . 

Her marriage ended and Nancv 

returned to California, and went to work at 

Marian Hospital in Santa Maria.  It was here 

that she met Shirley, a woman who became a 

very good friend and a significant link to her 

future.   

Shirley and Nancy decided to take a 

trip to Grants Pass, Oregon, to visit Shirley’s 

brother, a certain Bob Johnson.   Bob and 

Nancy ‘clicked’ almost immediately and 

made ‘short work’ of what would have been a 

long-distance relationship.   

Nancy moved to Grants Pass in 1990 

and worked at then Josephine Hospital.  

She and Bob married in 1992.  They 

chuckle now, knowing that this is exactly what 

Shirley, the ‘matchmaker,’ was hoping would 

happen.  They are glad for her intervention 

and have enjoyed 22 years of marriage.   

Nancy’s skills as a medical receptionist 

led her to various positions in the Grants Pass 

area and her last job was with Siskiyou Clinic, 

where she retired in 2010.   

During their marriage, Bob and Nancy, 

have lived in a variety of places.  They had 3.6 

acres on Sleepy Hollow where they lived for 7 

years; then to Murphy in the Applegate area 

on 40 acres.  They had  horses, cows, geese 

and plenty of space for Bob’s many 

mechanical interests.   

About five years ago, the Johnsons 

began considering where they might live 

during this later season of life.  Would it be a 

small home on a city lot, a manufactured 

home, less acreage on a smaller rural lot?   

They saw Westlake Village and noticed 

the new homes going in.  The attractive one 

on the corner was it!   The drawing card for 

Bob was its two-car garage – room for a shop!    

Sizing down from acreage with animals, 

vehicles, and all that accompanies rural living 

was no small task!  They have made this corner 

location into an inviting, homey place to settle 

down,  enjoy a simpler life and be free to do 

whatever they please!  Bob is a tinkerer and 

loves working in his shop where he keeps his 

creative hands busy with various projects.  

Nancy is also skilled with her hands and enjoys 

many sewing projects.  Her I-Pad also offers 

many leisure-time options.    

While they consider themselves rather 

quiet and likely to keep to themselves, they are 

warm and hospitable people who enjoy 

meeting their neighbors when out and about 

in the neighborhood.   

They are definitely enjoying this season 

of their lives and are a welcome addition to 

the community at Westlake Village. 

Armida Snyder 

 

Acyrologia 

(Jabberwockey?) 

 

…an incorrect use of words  - particulately 

replacing one word with another word that 

sounds similar but has a diffident meaning – 

possibly fueled by a deep-seeded desire to 

sound more educated, witch results in an 

attempt to pawn off an incorrect word in 

place of a correct one.  In academia, such 

flaunting of common social morays is seen as 

almost sorted and might result in the offender 

becoming a piranha, in the Monday world, 

after all is set and done, such a miner era will 

often leave normal people unphased.  This is 

just as well sense people of that elk are unlikely 

to tow the line irregardless of any attempt to 

better educate them.  A small percentage, 

however, suffer from severe acyrologiaphobia, 

and it is their upmost desire to see English used 

properly.  Exposure may cause them symptoms 

that may resemble post-dramatic stress 

disorder and, eventually, descent into whole-

scale outrage as they go star-craving mad.  

Eventually, they will succumb to the stings and 

arrows of such a barrage, and suffer a 

complete metal breakdown, leaving them 

curled up in the feeble position. 

 

 


